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EDITORIAL

During the second week of July 1986, newspapers, TV and radio
stations reported that an unidentified, top secret aircraft had cra-
shed near the Sequoia National Forest outside of Bakersfield, Calif-
ornia, killing the lone pilot. The area was immediately placed off-
limits by the Air Force and the air space above the crash site was
declared a restricted zone below 8,500 feet. Commercial airliners
were re-routed around the area. The newspapers also spoke of a large
tent being placed over the craft that had crashed.

Of course, the Air Force's response to the story was that the
aircraft was not an F-19 Stealth fighter (as the rumor was circulat-
ing) but that they could not confirm what it was. I would like to
draw a parallel here to the handling of UFO incidents and ask, "Where
have we heard this before?" Remember, UFOs aren't supposed to exist
either!

During August 1986, I had the opportunity to travel to Long
Beach, California to do several TV shows and a day-long seminar.

While there, a number of witnesses to the Bakersfield crash were avail-
able for me to interview. In one case, I was told that farmers, having
cattle grazing in the area of the crash, were told by the Air Force
that they could not use their property. The cattle should be kept near
the farms with bales of hay for feed. If the cattle entered the re-
stricted area, they would die.

Another person told of an incident where a gentleman who lived
near the crash site had his truck checked with geiger counters by Air
Force personnel. Yet another witness said that Air Force people guarded
the area armed with M-16s and wearing blue berets, very reminiscent
of Len Stringfield's quick deployment group used in crash retrieval
UFO cases. The aircraft was said to have been removed from the area
on flat-bed trucks, with the parts covered by large canvas tarpaulins,
once again similar to the UFO retrieval stories. The Air Force left
the area just a couple of days before my arrival on August 14th.

If this was a secret aerial device being tested by the Air Force,
it brings up several questions. Usually a test vehicle is accompanied
by other aircraft. Witnesses state that the crashed vehicle was the
only one in the air at the time. Where were the support aircraft? Why
would they test over the Sequoia National Forest, a public area, when
safe and secure testing could be conducted over the vast ranges at
Edwards AFB, California or the Tonopa Test Range in Nevada, the home
of Stealth fighter research?




To sum up, there is a public relations problem here. If it
wasn't some sort of unknown aerial object (since they don't exist!)
and if it wasn't an F-19 Stealth test (since they don't exist!), then
what was it that crashed? There is a terrible inconsistency in public
handling of these matters which really doesn't allay suspicions but
arouses them.

The similarities in the Air Force investigation of the Bakers-
field crash to the reported details of UFO crash/retrievals of the past
forces us to keep an open book on these older incidents. While an F-19
may have crashed in California, the proceedures for investigating
unusual aircraft are still flying high. Who knows what wonders are
gathering dust in old government file cabinets!

Larry Fawcett

PROJECT AQUARIUS CONFIRMED?

Recently, we have received copies of two responses to FOIA re-
quests by the National Security Agency which seem to indicate that
there is a "Project Aquarius" that is highly classified.(see CAUS
Bulletin #2.)

We gratefully acknowledge the help of Dale Goudie of the Puget
Sound Aerial Phenomena Research group in obtaining this information.
Goudie said that an FOIA requester, who prefers to remain anonymous,
filed for material on Project Aquarius early in the year. An NSA re-
sponse on March 3, 1986 says in part:

"Please be advised that Project Aquarius does not deal with
unidentified aerial objects. We, therefore, have no information
to provide to you on the subject."

The NSA referred to a "$15,000 fee" to search for records per-
taining to Aquarius, which of course the requester could not meet.
The requester narrowed the scope of the search to reduce the absurd
search fee imposed. We are not in possession of the follow-up request,
but the NSA replied in an April 15th letter as follows (extracts):

"The document located in response to your request as stated
in your 7 March letter has been reviewed by this Agency...
....(it) remains classified TOP SECRET as provided in section
1.1 of Executive Order 12356. The document is classified be-
cause it's disclosure could reasonably be expected to cause

exceptionally grave damage to the national security."

So at this point we know that there is a "Project Aquarius"
and that it is a very highly-classified subject. We must also take
with a grain of salt the statement that it has nothing to do with
UAOs. The NSA had previously told CAUS that it knew nothing of a
Project Aquarius! Knowing how literally high level agencies have in-
terpreted our requests in the past, could Project Aquarius deal with
"identified aerial objects?"

Stay tuned on this one!

NO CAUS WASHINGTON REPORT

Due to other commitments, Larry Bryant's D.C. report will be
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“Stealth’ jet
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, By Eric Malnic
and Ralph Vartabedian
Los Angeles Times
BAKERSFIELD, Calif. - An Air Force
plane, believed to be one of Lockheed's top
secret ‘‘Stealth’ jet fighters, crashed and
burned early yesterday in rugged terrain
15 miles northeast of here, killing the pi-

lot and prompting authorities to impose
an extraordinary news blackout.

The Air Force declared the crash site

and the air space above it “'a national se-
curity area” out of bounds to the press

and public.

Military and civilian officials would
say little about the craft, which crashed
about 2 a.m. near Saturday Peak, a
4,100-foot mountain on the western slope
of the Sierra Nevada.

Air Force spokesmen at the Pentagon
and Edwards Air Force Base, about 65
miles to the southeast, and Nellis Air
Force Base near Las Vegas, Nev., 210
miles east of the crash site, would con-
firm only that the plane had crashed and
that its lone crew member had been
killed. The crew member’'s name was
witheld pending notification of family
members.

Military officials would not identify
the type of aircraft, the base from which
it took off, its destination, or its mission.

Air Force Lt. Col. Jerry F. Guess, a
public information officer from Edwards,
did say the plane was not- armed. “No
weapons whatsoever were involved,” he
said. '

However, congressional sources in
Washington said the downed craft was
apparently an F-19 Stealth fighter.- The
Stealth, built by Lockheed, uses the latest
electronic technology and aerodynamic
design in an effort to make detection by
radar and infrared devices difficult.

“It is clearly the F-19 that crashed,”
said an investigator on the House Energy
and Commerce Committee's oversight
and investigations subcommittee.

The committee, chaired by Rep. John
D. Dingell (D-Mich.) has been investigat-
ing alleged security leaks on the F-19
program at the Lockheed California Co.

—

in Burbank, Calif.

The plane reportedly exploded in mi-
dair. This would explain why the pilot
was not able to safely eject and why there
was little wreckage at the crash site, ac-
cording to an Air Force source knowledge-
able about the crash and who discussed
the accident on condition that his name
not be used. '

This source also said the explosion
was witnessed by a pilot in a chase air-
craft. The use of a chase plane would be
normal procedure in flight testing, espe-
cially with an aircraft as secret as the F-
19, the source said.

A committee staff member said that
Dingell had requested a briefing on the
crash from the Pentagon, but that De-
fense Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger
had denied the request.

At the Pentagon yesterday, high-level
Air Force officials said the airplane that
crashed in the Sequoia National Forest |
was not a Stealth bomber. But when
asked if;it was a Stealth fighter, they
would not comment.
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Any kid can buy a

1s aval

able at most any local hobby shop.

MODEL of top secret Air Force plane

100,000 kits, three times the amount usual for

he

Testor executive Steve Kass insists_ t )
model is harmless as far as national security is ||
concerned. Testor experts designed the model

ely on already-released information, he

id.

Meanwhile, Rep. Wyden is working on a
breach.

House subcommittee looking into a possible ||

bout the | like hotcakes and toy stores have ordered

The situation has outraged members of
Congress who themselves can’t get the secu-

rity clearance necessary to find out a

Testor company has produced a model of
plane.

the F-19 stealth fighter that experts say coulq

America’s supersecret stealth jet
very well be the real thing.

fighter is so hush-hush the Air Force
won’t even admit there is one — yet any
kid or Russian spy can buy a s,cale‘ model

of it at most hobby shops.

of top secret jet

D

.-| a new model.

s bizarre,” said Rep. Ron Wyden (D

Oreg.). “What I as a member of Congress am
pot even allowed to see is now ending up in

. lIt)
model packages.

the secrecy surrounding the | sol

Testor says the stealth model is selling| security

Amazingly,
stealth plane — which can not be detected by | sai

enemy radar — is so tight that military offi-

cials won’t admit there is such a plane.
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